Waiting on…

Hope
Day 1
Read: Romans 15:13
Write the verse of scripture on a sticky note and stick it on a place you look
often (example: bathroom/bedroom mirror, doorway, or wall beside your
bed).
As you reflect on this text, make a list of people, places, and things that fill
you with hope.

Pray: Give thanks for these things!
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Waiting on…

Hope
Day 2
Dory from Finding Dory
I have to admit that Dory, while a bit annoying and a bit more frustrating,
won my heart in her new film Finding Dory. Dory didn’t give up. Throughout the movie she was determined to find her parents. It did not matter that
she suffered from short-term memory loss or that no one really knew where
she was from. It did not even matter that she needed to be reminded that she
was on a great adventure to find her parents. Throughout the entire movie
Dory hopefully waited to be reunited. In her waiting, she also won the hearts
of a grumpy, old, sea creature named Hank, inspired whales to overcome
their insecurities, and added members to her family in every place she went.
Through hopeful waiting Dory gave others hope while also forming a support
system for herself. Dory inspires me to wait hopefully with a smile, unwavering determination, and an awareness that I am going to need others to wait
with me.

Read: Romans 15:13
Pray: Ask God to fill you with hope. Reflect on how your life would change
if you lived in ways that you were “overflowing with hope.”
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Waiting on…

Hope
Day 3
Country’s New Roof
Last year I worked with a summer camp who equips students with the
resources and training to repair houses throughout the state of Virginia. My
job was to find families in my community who were in need of house repairs.
One afternoon I found myself in the car on the way to a part of town that was
unfamiliar to me. The address I had been given took me to a restaurant called
“The Diner.” The building was a little rundown and there was hardly a car in
sight. When I went inside a few people were sitting around. I awkwardly
said, “I’m looking for someone named Country.” Everyone in the diner
looked up and quickly pointed me to a woman standing behind the counter.
She and I sat down at a booth and I told her about the camp and how we
would like to help her repair her house. Little did I know, she had recently
found out that she was at risk of losing her house. Sensing that something
was holding her back, I ask if I could answer anymore questions. Country
looked down and said, “My mama always told me that if it seemed too good
to be true, it probably wasn’t true.” In the silence that followed, tears came to
my eyes. My heart hurt knowing how much she could benefit from our help
but how scared she must feel. A smile spread across my face as I realized that
I had been given a gift to wait in hope with Country. I encouraged her to become part of our ministry and sign the last form. Over the next few months I
waited in hope as we finished planning for camp and raising funds to purchase materials. I waited in hope as we welcomed several hundred students
and leaders into our community for a week filled with home repairs, worship,
and fun. And I waited in hope with Country as we worked on her house and
helped her to once again have a home that was safe, warm, and dry.
Read: Romans 15:13
Pray: Listen for God’s guidance for how you can wait with others.
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